CHAPTER XIII
BIOTIC   FACTORS.     NATURE   AND   INTER-
ACTION     OF     ECOLOGICAL     FACTORS.
THE   HABITAT  AND   SUCCESSION
BIOTIC FACTORS.
THE biotic x factors of the habitat are those which depend
directly on the action of living organisms on the vegetation.
It is obvious at once that here we are involved in a logical
difficulty, for the plants included in any community may,
as we have seen, have a profound effect upon one another,
just as the individuals of a human community have such an
effect. In order to get a practicable working definition it
would seem we must exclude the mutual effects of members
of the community, and apply the conception of biotic factors
of the habitat, i.e. of the community habitat, only to the
action of organisms which cannot be regarded as part of the
community. But then we are confronted with the question
of what is to be regarded as "part" of the community.
The soil bacteria ? Earthworms and other soil animals ?
Parasitic fungi ? The snails and insects that live on the plants
or in the soil, the birds that live in the trees and may play
an important part either in destroying or in distributing
fruits or seeds, or in doing both ? Directly we put such
questions we begin to realise how closely interwoven is the
web of nature, and how artificial our distinctions and classi-
fications in reality are.
The most natural conception that has been suggested is
1 Greek /Jtomiccfo pertaining to life
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